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• Animal realm is a ‘bountiful source domain and

provides a rich metaphorical vocabulary’ (Haslam

et al., 2011: 312).

• HUMANS AS ANIMALS and HUMAN BEHAVIOUR IS ANIMAL

BEHAVIOUR metaphors are ubiquitous across

different languages (Belkhir, 2012).

• Such metaphors derive from the Great Chain of

Being structure which considers humans as

superior to animals (Lakoff and Turner, 1989).

The political cartoons depict a decade-long armed

socio-political conflict known as the Algerian civil war

(1992-2002), which opposed the government and

the Islamist radical party, Islamic Salvation Front

(Front Islamique du Salut, FIS).

The conflict resulted in a fractured society and a

death toll of more than 200,000 people (Evans and

Phillips, 2007).

 To show how the cartoonist cast aspersions on the

Islamist groups, as the main perpetrators of

violence during the civil war, by likening them to

animals.

 To understand how the ISLMISTS AS ANIMALS

metaphors are constructed in the cartoons

 To explain the offensive aspects of such

metaphors.

 Seven cartoons published between December 1997 

and August 1999

 El Khabar newspaper 

 Cartoonist: Ayoub

METHODS OF ANALYSIS

 Conceptual Metaphor Theory  (Lakoff and Johnson, 

1980)

 Critical Metaphor Analysis (Charteris-Black, 2004) 

 Bounegru and Forceville (2011) criteria.

 Hybrid metaphors (Forceville, 2002)   

 Findings demonstrate that culture shapes animal

metaphors (Belkhir, 2019).

 ISLAMISTS AS ANIMALS metaphors are best captured

by Forceville’s (2002) hybrid metaphors.

 Results corroborate Goatly’s (2006: 34) assertion

on the pejorative nature of most animal

metaphors.

 The depictions confirm the argument that most

animal metaphors ‘capture the negative

characteristics of human beings’(Kövecses, 2002:

125)

 Dehumanization (Haslam et al., 2011):

The metaphors are offensive because they

dehumanize the Islamists. This goes beyond just

figuratively likening the Islamists to animals but rather

positioning them as less than humans.
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El Khabar,  30/12/1997

Congratulation: Islamist

leader has created two new

weapons ‘Mahchouba’ and

‘Habhab’ …

Photograph: archery training

The depictions are explicitly derogatory and offensive. 

By being equated with animals, Islamists lack a sense of 

dignity and nobility. 

The body of the Islamist and the animal are fused through 

hybrid metaphors: 

• Upright position/ standing straight 

• Lower body: animal (feet, heels, tail)

• Upper body: human (chest, arms, hands) 

• Head, face, and bully (sometimes as a human, sometimes 

as an animal). 

ISLAMIST IS AN ANGRY BULL

Archery training with weapons

Islamist’s outfits: long dress, 

vest, beard 

El Khabar, 4/1/1999 

Villagers are victims of 

violence 

ISLAMIST IS A CRUEL BULL

Islamist slaughtering

civilians using an ash

Crowd of people are 

denuncing the act

El Khabar, 25/7/1999

Islamists have up to six months to 

be granted an amnesty

We need to increase the number 

of fake checkpoints … to secure  

our future! ..

ISLAMISTS ARE DONKEYS

Donkeys represent stupidity & 

stubbornness (Bough, 2011)
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